The Italian model for long-term care.
During the past decade in Italy, delivery of long-term care has undergone many changes, with introduction of the nursing homes as the central force. High-quality residential and outpatient services have become available in new community-oriented services. Among the benefits are reduction of inappropriate admissions, improved quality of life for residents and outpatients, decreased dependence on private resources, growth of voluntary services, and creation of new occupational opportunities.